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:ourse would have a powerful effect in promoting inter-colonial
inity and would make Britain more than a great but distant name.
This is but one instance of the administrative development which
.niproved communications, and especially air travel, will make
possible. The whole subject needs to be thought out in advance
so that the new facilities are put to good use as soon as they
become available.

There is another force, the more notable because it is human
and not mechanical, which is also promoting West Indian unity.
The Royal Commission of 1938, whose recommendations,
though not its report, have been made public, was struck by the
almost complete absence of modern social services in the West
Indian colonies and the obvious inability of the local treasuries
to provide them. It therefore recommended that they should be
established at the cost of the British Exchequer, and that an
officer of ripe administrative experience should be appointed
for the purpose. The Colonial Office brought this recommenda-
tion into harmony with the general plans for colonial better-
ment set out in the Colonial Welfare and Development Act of
1940., and it is under this Act that Sir Frank Stockdale has been
appointed to the new post of Comptroller of West Indian
Welfare and Development. Sir Frank and the very able group
of specialists associated with him are far indeed from wishing
to impose upon the colonies a cast-iron set of policies taking
no account of local conditions. Their plans for each colony
have been drawn up on the spot but they are necessarily tending
to bring the various colonies into step with one another. Par-
ticularly is this the case with the new social services now in course
of establishment by Professor Simey, the Comptroller's Social
Adviser, whom the University of Liverpool, where he holds
the Chair of Social Science, has-lent to the West Indies.

ProTessor Simey found in Jamaica an institution not only
without parallel in any other West Indian colony but without
precedent in Jamaica's own history. This is the remarkable
organization known as Jamaica Welfare Limited. Like so much
else that is vital and progressive in Jamaica it owes its initiation